:g^ 


■Al 


•»\S; 


^ 
\.'-- 


YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 


Visitor    Centers    are    open    daily    during    the 
summer   months    at   the   following    locations: 

Old   Faithful  Canyon 

Fishing    Bridge  Mammoth 

Grant  Village 


Backcountry  Use  Permits  and  information 
may  also  be  obtained  at  the  following 
Ranger  Stations: 

Madison 

West   Entrance 

Old   Faithful 

Grant  Village 

South   Entrance 

Norris 

Bechler   Ranger  Station 


Mammoth 

Tower 

Lamar 

Northeast   Entrance 

East   Entrance 

Lake 

Canyon 


Maps  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  are  avail- 
able at  all  VIstor  Centers  and  at  most  Ranger 
Stations.  They  may  be  obtained  by  mail 
from: 

Yellowstone  Library  and  Museum  Association 


Yellowstone  National 
Wyoming   82190 


Park 


or 


Distribution    Section 

U.   S.   Geological   Survey 

Federal    Center 

Denver,   Colorado   80225 
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WELCOME  TO  YELLOWSTONE'S 
BACKCOUNTRY 


Yellowstone  National  Park  is  dedicated 
to  maintaining  and  preserving  this  environ- 
ment in  its  natural  state.  In  an  attempt  to 
lessen  the  impact  of  man  on  the  natural  re- 
sources and  ecological  processes  by  indis- 
criminate camping,  the  park  has  established 
a  designated  backcountry  use  system.  This 
requires  that  most  backcountry  camping  be 
done  at  designated  sites.  This  is  a  fragile 
area  and  those  qualities  which  make  it  so 
unique  could  be  easily  destroyed  through 
improper  or  over-use. 

This  booklet's  goal  is  to  assist  you  with 
your  trip  into  Yellowstone's  backcountry  and 
to  stimulate  your  help  and  interest  in  main- 
taining one  of  America's  greatest  natural 
wilderness  areas.  By  using  the  backcountry 
carefully,  others  too,  will  be  able  to  enjoy 
it  in  the  future.    Please  help  by: 

1)  Contacting    a    Ranger    for    information 
and   assistance. 

2)  Reading   through   this   booklet. 

3)  Letting    us    have    your    comments    and 
suggestions. 

Thank  you  for  your  help,  and  we  wish 
you  many  memorable  trips  into  Yellowstone's 
backcountry. 

U.  S.   Department  of  the   Interior 
National    Park   Service 


BACKCOUNTRY  USE  RULES  AND 
REGULATIONS 

1.  Permits 

a.  A  backcountry  use  permit  is  required 
for  overnight  camping  or  fires  out- 
side a  designated  auto  camp  or  picnic 
area. 

b.  A  boat  permit  is  required  for  each 
floating   craft   used    in   the   park. 

c.  A  special  boat  permit  is  required  for 
travel  into  the  ''five-mile  per  hour'' 
zones  in  the  south  and  southeast  arms 
of  Yellowstone  Lake. 

d.  A  fishing  permit  is  required  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  any  person  over  12 
years  of  age  while  fishing  in  park 
waters. 

2.  Backcountry  Use  Permittees  must  use  des- 
ignated campsites  or  use  areas  as  indi- 
cated on  the  permit. 

3.  Limits  on  people,  parties,  and  stock  are 
established  for  each  site  or  use  area  and 
may  not  be  exceeded.  Parties  exceeding 
the  limit  for  any  one  site  must  divide  their 
party  or  obtain  another  site  with  adequate 
room. 

4.  Pets,  firearms,  bicycles,  or  motorized  ve- 
hicles are  not  permitted  on  trails  or  in 
the   backcountry. 


5.  Shortcutting  of  trail  switchbacks  is  pro- 
hibited. 

6.  Individual  backcountry  campsites  may 
not  be  occupied  by  the  same  party  more 
than  three  nights  in  any  one  trip.  Camp- 
ing trips  may  not  exceed  two  weeks  dur- 
ing the  heavy  use  season  (July  1  to  Labor 
Day)  or  30  days  during  remainder  of 
year. 

a.  Undesignated   camps   must   be   at   least 
100  feet  from  a  watercourse. 

b.  Digging   to  trench   around   tents   or   to 
level   sleeping  sites  is  prohibited. 

7.  Fires  may  not  be  left  unattended  and  must 
be  completely  extinguished  before  leav- 
ing campsite. 

a.  Fire  rings  in  undesignated  camps  must 
be  removed  after  use. 

b.  Use  only  dead  and  down  material  for 
firewood. 

8.  Garbage  must  be  burned  and  unburnable 
items  must  be  packed  out. 

9.  Horse  parties  may  not  exceed  25  head 
of  stock  at  any  time. 

a.  Hauled  feed  must  be  pellet  type.    Hay 
is  not  permitted. 

b.  Horses    are    not   allowed    in    campsites 
and  may  not  be  tied  to  trees  overnight. 

c.  Picket  pins  must  be  removed  after  use. 

d.  A    dragging,    anchor    type    picket    for 
stock  is  recommended. 


TIPS  FOR  HIKERS 

1.  A  SYSTEM  OF  TRAILS  WIND  ITS  WAY 
THROUGHOUT  THE  PARK.  Because  of  the 
density  and  uniformity  of  the  forests,  travel 
off  of  the  trail  is  not  recomnnended.  It  is  too 
easy  to  beconne  lost  when  you  are  not  famil- 
iar with  the  area,  as  there  are  very  few 
prominent  landmarks.  Carry  a  topographic 
map  of  the  area  and  a  compass,  and  know 
how  to  use  them.  CUTTING  ACROSS  SWITCH- 
BACKS is  prohibited  as  it  causes  harmful 
erosion. 

2.  INTERMITTENT  STREAMS  AND  OTHER 
STREAMS  shown  on  park  maps  MAY  BE  IN 
FLOOD  STAGE  IN  EARLY  JUNE  and  dry  in 
late  summer.  If  it  is  necessary  that  you  cross 
or  ford  a  stream,  loosen  the  straps  of  your 
pack  so  that  it  can  be  easily  removed  in  case 
that  you  slip  and  fall.  In  swift  water,  face 
sideways  to  the  current  to  lessen  water  re- 
sistance, and  use  a  strong  pole  as  a  brace  on 
the  downstream  side.  Hypothermia  is  an 
ever-present  danger  when  clothes  are  soaked 
with  cold  water.  If  you  get  wet,  stop  and 
dry  out  before  proceeding. 

3.  LIGHTNING  STORMS  ARE  SOMETIMES 
FREQUENT   DURING  LATE  SUMMER.    During 
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such  storms  stay  away  from  ridges,  exposed 
places  and  from  under  isolated  trees.  It  is  safer 
to  look  for  level  forested  areas  for  shelter. Thick 
lodgepole  pine  forests  with  trees  of  equal 
height  offer  more  protection  than  the  higher 
standing  Douglas-fir  or  spruce  forests.  If 
caught  out  in  the  open  in  a  large  meadow, 
crouch   low  with  feet  only  touching  ground. 

4.  BE  CAREFUL  IN  THERMAL  POOL  AREAS. 
Do  not  approach  backcountry  thermal  fea- 
tures too  closely  as  thin  crust  overlying  boil- 
ing water  can  be  deadly.  It  takes  hundreds 
of  years  to  build  up  the  fragile  crust  and 
material  that  surround  thermal  features. 
Careless  walking  is  not  only  dangerous,  but 
is  destructive.  Taking  souvenirs,  altering  or 
destroying  any  of  these  thermal  areas  is  for- 
bidden. BATHING  OR  SWIMMING  IN  ANY 
THERMAL  POOL  in  Yellowstone  Park  is  dan- 
gerous and  forbidden  by  law.  Leave  this 
fragile   beauty  for  others  to  enjoy. 

5.  HIKERS  MEETING  HORSES  OR  PACK 
STOCK  ON  THE  TRAIL  SHOULD  GIVE  THESE 
ANIMALS  AND  THEIR  USERS  A  WIDE  BERTH. 
If  the  trail  is  on  a  sidehill,  hikers  should 
move  to  the  downhill  side  to  avoid  acci- 
dentally sliding  under  the  horses'  feet. 
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TIPS  FOR  OVERNIGHT  CAMPERS 


1.  OBTAIN  A  BACKCOUNTRY  USE 
FIRE  PERMIT  at  the  Ranger  Station  or  Visitor 
Center  nearest  your  point  of  departure.  Here 
discuss  your  planned  itinerary,  see  and  ob- 
tain park  maps,  and  get  the  latest  trail  and 
weather   infornnation. 

2.  DO  NOT  POLLUTE  STREAMS  BY  WASH- 
ING DISHES,  CLOTHES,  OR  BY  BATHING. 
Remove  water  for  these  purposes  in  a  con- 
tainer and  wash  away  from  open  water- 
courses. Likewise  dispose  of  this  wash 
water  away  from  the  campsite — and  not  back 
in  or  near  the  stream. 

3.  DISPOSING  OF  HUMAN  WASTE  WHERE 
THERE  ARE  NO  OUTHOUSES  is  very  import- 
ant and  becomes  a  sanitation  problem  if  it 
is  not  done  correclly.  By  carrying  a  small 
digging  tool  such  as  a  light  garden  trowel, 
sanitary  disposal  can  be  easily  accomplished. 
Select  a  spot  at  least  100  feet  from  any 
watercourse  and  dig  a  hole  8  to  10"  in  dia- 
meter, but  no  deeper  than  6  to  8".  Bacteria 
and  other  organisms  live  in  this  soil  level 
and  will  naturally  decompose  wastes  in  sev- 
eral days.  After  use,  fill  in  the  hole  with 
loose  soil  and  tramp  in  the  removed  sod. 

4.  A  lightweight  backbacking  stove  is  rec- 
ommended for  convenience  as  well  as  help- 
ing to  cut  down  on  the  number  of  manmade 
fire  scars  in  the  backcountry. 
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TIPS  FOR  USERS  OF  PACK 
OR  SADDLE  STOCK 

1.  Take  no  more  horses  than  you  actually 
need.  The  less  the  better — 25  is  the  maxi- 
mum for  any  party.  This  will  lessen  the  im- 
pact on  the  country. 

2.  Because  of  wet,  boggy  conditions,  some 
trails  may  be  closed  to  horse  use  until  mid- 
season,  or  until  they  are  dry  enough  to  ac- 
commodate horses  without  being  excessively 
chewed-up  and  damaged. 

3.  STAY  ON  THE  TRAIL;  DON'T  SHORTCUT. 

Repeated  horse  use  can  make  a  new  trail 
thus  confusing   others  coming    later. 

4.  Free  trailing  or  loose  herding  is  not  al- 
lowed on  park  trails.  All  animals  not  ridden 
must  be  led.  This  is  both  for  safety  or  other 
trail  users  and  to  keep  new,  unnecessary 
trails  from  being  cut  into  meadows./   a,. 

5.  DONT    CAMP   OR    PICKET        ft^g 
STOCK  ON  OR  NEAR  THE  TRAIL, 
and    always     at    a    reasonable 
distance  from    lakes   and  streams. 
Change  pickets  frequently.   DONT 
OVERGRAZE    ONE     AREA    OR    A 
PARTICULAR  CAMPSITE.  Pull  all 
picket    pins    when    leaving,    as 
they    are    an  eyesore  to  later 
comers  and  tempt  others  to 
overuse  the  same  spot. 


6.  DON'T  TIE  STOCK  TO  TREES  FOR  EX- 
TENDED PERIODS.  This  not  only  causes  the 
duff  and  roots  to  be  torn  up,  but  also  causes 
the  trees  to  be  girdled  and  to  die.  DON'T 
BUILD  CORRALS  AND  DRIFT  FENCES. 

7.  When  you  break  camp,  clean  out  and 
scatter  any  horse  droppings  from  the  ared. 
Pack  out  empty  cans  and  unburned  trash. 

8.  If  you  lose  an  animal  and  cannot  find  it 
by  the  end  of  your  trip,  be  sure  to  report  its 
loss  to  the  nearest  Ranger  Station. 


BEARS  AND  OTHER  ANIMALS 


Yellowstone  National  Park  is  the  home  of 
approximately  500  black  bears  and  250 
grizzlies.  BEARS  IN  THE  NATIONAL  PARKS 
ARE  WILD  AND  THEY  ARE  DANGEROUS, 
and  they  can  injure  a  visitor  and  damage 
his  belongings.  They  are  particularly  dan- 
gerous when  startled,  when  approached  too 


closely,  or  when  they  have  lost  their  fear 
of  man.  Other  aninnals  may  be  met  on  the 
trail  and  food  odors  can  draw  them  into 
campsites.  While  bears  are  a  major  consid- 
eration, small  rodents,  porcupines,  squirrels, 
chipmunks,  and  other  animals  can  likewise 
ruin  a  knapsack  or  backback  in  their  quest 
for  food.  Other  large  animals  such  as  moose, 
bison,  elk,  and  deer  should  also  be  avoided 
at  close  range  during  mating  season  and 
particularly  when  young  animals  are  present. 

Since  most  backpackers  are  primarily  con- 
cerned about  what-to-do  if  they  were  to  meet 
or  see  a  bear,  the  following  tips  are  offered. 
It  must  be  emphasized  that  THERE  ARE  NO 
HARD  AND  FAST  RULES  TO  INSURE  PROTEC- 
TION FROM  BEAR  ATTACKS.  Bears'  behavior 
differs  under  different  conditions,  but  the 
following  precautions  are  strongly  recom- 
mended for  use  in  Yellowstone: 

1.  DONT  HIKE  ALONE. 

2.  WATCH  FOR  BEAR  DROPPINGS,  TRACKS, 
AND  DIGGING.  They  indicate  that  bears  are 
in  the  area.  If  you  see  one  at  a  distance, 
make  a  wide  detour  around  it,  keeping  up- 
wind so  that  the  bear  will  get  your  scent  and 
know  that  you  are  there. 

3.  Under  most  circumstances,  bears  avoid 
people  so  it  is  a  good  practice  to  MAKE  YOUR 
PRESENCE  KNOWN.  Many  hikers  tie  bells 
or  a  tin  can  with  pebbles  in  it  to  their  packs. 
WHISTLING  AND  LOUD  TALKING  serve  the 
same  purpose  of  warning  a  bear  of  your 
presence. 


4.  AVOID  CARRYING  PERFUMES,  HAIR 
SPRAYS,  DEODORANTS,  AND  COSMETICS 
into  the  backcountry.  There  is  evidence  that 
bears   have   been    attracted    by   these   scents. 

5.  DO  NOT  PITCH  A  TENT  IN  AN  AREA 
FREQUENTED  BY  BEARS.  Avoid  ridge  tops 
and  foot  and  animal  trails,  as  they  are  natu- 
ral travel  ways  for  animals  also. 

6.  IF  YOU  ARE  SUDDENLY  CONFRONTED 
BY  A  BEAR,  TRY  TO  STAY  CALM  AND  DON'T 
RUN.  Running  may  cause  a  bear  to  pursue. 
Do  not  move  toward  the  animal.  It  may 
feel  threatened  and  become  defensive.  Bears 
are  very  curious  and  have  poor  eyesight.  As 
soon  as  the  source  of  disturbance  has  been 
identified,  the  bear  may   leave. 

A  grizzly  will  often  rise  on  its  hind  legs  to 
investigate.  If  he  does,  it  may  be  effective 
to  speak  softly,  as  steady,  soft  human  mono- 
tones often  appear  effective  in  reassuring 
the  bear  that  no  harm  is  meant  to  it.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  look  for  a  tree  to 
climb.  Mature  grizzlies  do  not  climb  trees 
whereas  black  bears  can.  The  tree  must  be 
tall  enough  to  get  you  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  bear.  As  a  delaying  action,  it  might  help 
to  drop  some  sizeable  item,  such  as  your  pack, 
camera  or  sleeping  bag,  which  may  divert 
the  bear's  attention  and  give  you  more  time 
to  retreat. 

If  you  can't  reach  a  tree  and  the  bear  con- 
tinues to  advance,  your  best  bet  may  be  to 
play  dead,  lying  on  your  stomach  or  on  your 


side  with  your  legs  drawn  up  to  your  chest, 
and  clasping  your  hands  over  the  back  of 
your  neck.  Grizzlies  have  passed  by  people 
in  this  position  without  harnning  thenn.  Others 
have  been  only  slightly  injured  when  the 
bear  made  one  or  two  half-hearted  slaps  at 
thenn. 

Never  harass  a  bear  unless  it  is  actually  at- 
tacking someone.  In  such  an  emergency  try 
to  distract  the  bear  from  its  victim  by  shout- 
ing or  throwing  sticks,  rocks,  or  any  handy 
object.  In  any  event,  don't  run  blindly  down 
the  trail  or  through  the  brush  hoping  to  out- 
distance the  bear.  It  will  only  excite  the 
animal,  and  since  this  is  his  natural  environ- 
ment, a  human  could  never  expect  to  outrun 
a    bear. 

7.  A  MOTHER  GRIZZLY  WITH  CUBS  IS  A 
SPECIAL  HAZARD.  Most  encounters  have  oc- 
curred in  the  backcountry  here  and  several 
serious  attacks  that  have  taken  place  in  other 
national  parks  have  occurred  when  people 
came  upon  a  female  grizzly  with  cubs.  The 
mother's  protective  instinct  is  highly  devel- 
oped and  she  looks  upon  intruders  as  a  threat 
to  her  family.  She  may  attack,  charging  and 
slapping  her  forepaws  at  the  nearest  person 
and  then  passing  on  to  others.  If  the  human 
intruders  have  dropped  to  the  ground  to 
play  dead,  the  sow  may  sniff  each  one  and 
perhaps  claw  and  bite  them  before  moving 
her  cubs  to  safety.  Lying  still  under  the  jaws 
of  a  biting  bear  takes  a  lot  of  courage,  but 
it  may  prevent  greater  injury  or  death.  Re- 
sistance normally  would  be  useless. 


GPO-780-995 


KEEPING  BEARS  OUT  OF 
YOUR  CAMPSITE 

Your  fire  and  cooking  must  be  located  at 
your  designated  campsite,  using  a  previous 
fire  pit  or  backpackers  stove.  SEPARATE 
YOUR  SLEEPING  AND  COOKING  AREAS,  by 
sleeping  some  distance  from  your  cooking 
site.  Camp  where  trees  are  handy  and  suit- 
able to  be  quickly  climbed.  Place  the  open 
end  of  the  tent  close  to  these  trees  and  sleep 
wWh  your  head  at  fhis  end.  This  will  pro- 
tect the  upper  half  of  your  body  as  well  as 
provide  a  quick  and  easy  exit  toward  safety 
if  the  need  arises. 

BURN  ALL  COMBUSTIBLE  TRASH,  TIN  CANS 
AND  ALL  NONCOAABUSTIBLE  TRASH  (EXCEPT 
GLASS)  TO  DESTROY  ODORS.  The  cans  must 
then  be  removed  from  the  cold  ashes,  flat- 
tened and  transported  out  to  the  trailhead  for 
deposit  in  trash  containers.  Burying  is  not 
satisfactory  because  cans  usually  will  be  ex- 
posed later  by  animals  and  frost  action. 

Foodstuffs  and  any  scented  articles  such  as 
soap,  deodorants  or  suntan  lotion,  should  be 
stored  out  of  the  reach  of  all  animals  and 
away  from  the  sleeping  area.  This  can  best 
be  accomplished  by  suspending  the  entire 
pack  by  ropes  between  two  tall  trees  at  least 
10  to  12  feet  above  the  ground  and  6  feet 
from  either  tree.  It  is  also  advisable  to  avoid 
cooking  greasy,  odorous  foods  such  as  bacon 
or  ham.  Even  the  clothes  that  you  wore  while 
cooking  should  be  stored  overnight  with  your 
food.  Tents  and  sleeping  bags  should  be 
kept  clean,  free  of  food  odors,  and  never 
used  as  storing  places  for  any  food  product. 


By  following  the  above  suggestions,  your 
chances  of  having  a  confrontation  with  a 
grizzly  or  black  bear  may  be  lessened,  or 
reduced  to  zero.  The  National  Park  Service 
would  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  in- 
forming their  park  personnel  of  any  sight- 
ings, damage  or  confrontation  with  bears. 
Please  report  such  occurrences  to  any  park 
ranger.     _,,_,,,^......,^^,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.^ 

YELLOWSTONE'S  WILDERNESS 
-THE  FUTURE 

Present  park  management  policies  are  di- 
rected towards  keeping  these  areas  in  their 
natural  state  with  minimal  interference  by 
man.  If  you,  the  park  visitor,  will  respect 
the  natural  environment  by  following  the 
guidelines  presented  in  this  booklet,  Yellow- 
stone's wilderness  areas  will  be  able  to  stim- 
ulate, to  challenge,  and  to  give  personal  sat- 
isfaction to  future  park  visitors  willing  to 
travel  into  them. 
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